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Vatican City, 17 April 2015 
Prot. N.255/2014 
Dear and Reverend Father Agapios Abu Saada B.S., 


In his Apostolic Letter Orientale Lumen of 2 May 1995, Saint 
Pope John Paul IT described the men and women of the East as “a 
symbol of the Lord who comes again”. With that expression he 
recalled the particular vocation of our Eastern Christian brethren, 
who for two thousand years have safeguarded the treasure of our 
faith in the very lands where the “dawn” of revelation first broke 
upon us (cf. Lk. 1: 78). 


I commend you, Father, for the study of Arab and Eastern 
Christianity which you have completed, and I hope that greater 
appreciation of that precious, living patrimony will help strengthen 
not only the identity of the Chriatians on those lands but also the 
bonds of friendship, which have been growing for centuries between 


Christian Arab and their neighbors of other religions. 


I'willingly take this opportunity to assure you of my cordial best 


regards and prayers for your priestly ministry. 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Leonardo Card. Sandri 
Prefect 
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